
The Canadian Volkssport Federation
La Fédération canadienne Volkssport
PO Box 45552, Nepean RPO Chapman Mills, ON K2J 0P9

40th Annual General Meeting
1:30 PDT, Friday, May 1 by Videoconference

1. CALL TO ORDER

a) Start of Meeting: Doug Jackson, President, called the meeting to order at 1:32 PDT.

b) Remembrance of Deceased Members:  Michele Bell, CVF Executive Assistant, read 
the names of volkssporters who passed away since the last meeting and who were 
recorded in the CVF Book of Remembrance.  A moment of silence was observed in 
their honour. (See attached.)

c) Board and Executive Members in Attendance:

i. Board Members Present:

Doug Jackson, President
Karen Venema, Vice President
Solange Cyr, Quebec Director
Karen Venema, Ontario Director
Marie Wood, Prairies & North Director
Christine Desjardins, British Columbia Director

Absent:
Denise Wallbank, Alberta Director
Atlantic Director (Vacant)

ii. Executive Committee Members Present:

David Hall, Past President
Joan Sanderson, Treasurer
Sharon Tchir, Special Walking Programs Coordinator
George Copley, Parliamentarian
Michele Bell, Executive Assistant
Irene Miller, Secretary

Absent: 
Kathleen Luten - Editor, Volkssport Canada
David Cattrall, Web Manager

2. VERIFICATION OF QUORUM

a) Establish Voting Attendees: The following clubs were represented:

Bastion City Wanderers Volkssport Club – Ria Edmond
Club Volksmarche La Foulée – Solange Cyr (proxy for Johanne Desrosiers)
Club Volkssport Nord-Sud – Chantale Fournier
Dartmouth Volksmarch Club – Lissa Nibley (proxy for Mel Earley, Past President)
Gateway Walkers – André Tardif
King’s Town Trekkers Volkssport Club – John Osborn
Northern Lights Walking Club – Mary Almond
Okanagan Volkssport Walkers – Janice Appleton
Ottawa Voyageurs Walking Club –Marie-Hélène Rony (proxy for Karen Venema)
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St. Albert Trekkers Volkssport Club – Gerry Vercammen
Surrey Trekkers Volkssport Club – David Cope
Temiskaming Wanderers – Karen Venema (proxy for Terry Smerdon)
Valley Trekkers Volkssport Club –Philip Longmire 
Vancouver Venturers Volkssport Club – Rebecca Friesen 
Victoria Pathfinders Walking Club – Wendy Renwick 
Volkssport Club of Medicine Hat – Anne Baxter 
Wascana Wanderers – Marie Wood 
 

Volkssport Association of Alberta – Anne Baxter (proxy for Denise Wallbank)
Volkssport Association of British Columbia – Wendy Renwick (proxy for Beverley Cattrall)
Walking and Volkssport Association of Ontario – Carole Robichaud (proxy for Karen 

Venema) 
British Columbia Director – Christine Desjardins 
Quebec Director – Solange Cyr 
Prairies & North Director – Marie Wood 

Absent: Barrhead Walkie-Talkie Volkssport Club – Margaret Attrill, Tracey Pandachuk 
 

b) Quorum Report:  A quorum of 10% of eligible voting delegates was met with  
17 out of 18 clubs represented in person or by proxy. 

c) Parliamentarian/Rules of Order: George Copley agreed to act as Parliamentarian
and timekeeper for this year.  The meeting will follow the rules of order from the CVF 
Bylaws and Robert’s Rules of Order, as read out by George Copley.  

It was moved by John Osborn of the King's Town Trekkers Volkssport Club, and 
seconded by André Tardif of the Gateway Walkers, that we approve and adopt the 
Rules of Order as set out on the CVF website.  Carried unanimously. 

3. AGENDA 

Adoption of Agenda:   
It was moved by Rebecca Friesen of the Vancouver ‘Venturers, and seconded by Janice 
Appleton of the Okanagan Volkssport Walkers, that the agenda be adopted as circulated.  
Carried unanimously. 

Correction to Agenda: 7. REPORTS i) iv. Approval of 2026 Budget should read Approval 
of 2027 Budget. 

4. APPROVAL OF AGM MINUTES OF 9 MAY 2025 

It was moved by Ria Edmond of the Bastion City Wanderers, and seconded by Lissa 
Nibley, proxy for the Dartmouth Volksmarch Club, that the minutes of the meeting held on 
May 9, 2025, be approved as circulated.  Carried unanimously. 

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

None. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a) 2028 CVF Walking Festival: The Festival will be held in Charlottetown, P.E.I., on 
May 19-21, 2028. Since no club volunteered to host the event, a committee was formed 
consisting of Doug Jackson, Karen Venema, Sharon Maksym, Joan Sanderson and 
Christine Desjardins. A contract has been signed with the Marriott Hotel for 80 rooms 
for 4 nights and includes a banquet hall. The contract will be cancelled if all 80 rooms 
have not been booked by May 18, 2027. A bus tour will be offered pre-festival from 
Quebec City to Charlottetown or post-festival from Charlottetown to Quebec City. 
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7. REPORTS (QUESTIONS)

The following reports were submitted and published in Volkssport Canada with the 
exception of the service contract for the Executive Assistant and appointed positions.

a) President – Doug Jackson
b) Vice-President – Karen Venema
c) Directors: Marie Wood, Christine Desjardins, Denise Wallbank, Karen Venema, 

Solange Cyr
d) Executive Assistant – Michele Bell
e) Editor, Volkssport Canada – Kathleen Luten
f) Web Manager – David Cattrall
g) Special Walking Programs Coordinator – Sharon Tchir
h) Merchandise Coordinator – David Hall
i) Financial Statements and Service Contract:

i. Treasurer – Financial Report – Joan Sanderson 

The Statement of Income and Expenses were reviewed as presented on pages 4-5 
in Volkssport Canada, Volume 41, Issue 2 for Apr May Jun 2025. (See attached.)   
In 2025:  

Assets and Liabilities: $114,812.61 
Income: $33,179.27
Expenses: $39,676.38
Surplus (Deficit): -$6,497 from 2024 to 2025

Main differences: 

 Sanction fees down by $4,000; 100 less events sanctioned  
 Interest accrued down by $1,000 

Clothing sales down by $1,800
Nepean ---- folded so 20 fewer sanction fees

It was moved by Gerry Vercammen of the St. Albert Trekkers Volkssport Club, and 
seconded by André Tardif of the Gateway Walkers, that the financial statement for 
2025 be accepted as presented.  Carried unanimously.

ii. Financial Reviewer's Report by Ursula Tauscher – Doug Jackson

Doug Jackson read the Financial Reviewer's Report for January 1, 2025 to 
December 31, 2025, as submitted by Reviewer Ursula Tauscher. (See attached.)

It was moved by Wendy Renwick of the Victoria Pathfinders, and seconded by
Janice Appleton of the Okanagan Volkssport Walkers, to accept the financial 
reviewer’s report.  Carried unanimously.

iii. Service Contract – Doug Jackson

It was moved by Ria Edmond of the Bastion City Wanderers, and seconded by 
Gerry Vercammen of the St. Albert Trekkers Volkssport Club, that the hourly rate 
of remuneration for the Executive Assistant, Michele Bell, be raised by $0.50 
(rounded up from $0.48) per the 2.1% cost of living allowance increase. This
increase will be as of July 1, 2026. Carried unanimously.
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iv. Approval of 2027 Budget – Doug Jackson

Doug Jackson referred participants to page 5 in Volkssport Canada. (See attached.)

Treasurer Joan Sanderson reported that we have assets of:
General Account: $14,180.60
GIC: $107,083.37 

The deficit of $18,350 for 2027 was discussed and this will be monitored.

It was moved by Mary Almond of the Northern Lights Walking Club, and seconded 
by Marie Wood of the Wascana Wanderers, that the 2027 budget as presented be 
approved.  Carried unanimously.

v. Appointment of Financial Reviewer for the year 2026 – TBD – Doug Jackson 

It was moved by John Osborn of King's Town Trekkers, and seconded by Gerry 
Vercammen of the St. Albert Trekkers Volkssport Club, that the Board be authorized 
to appoint a Financial Reviewer at a later date. Carried unanimously. 

8. APPROVAL OF RULES AND REGULATIONS – David Hall

David Hall, Past President, stated that there were no official changes to the Rules and 
Regulations. 

9. ELECTIONS – Nominating Committee – David Hall 

 President: Doug Jackson, nominated by acclamation for another 2-year term 
 Vice President: Karen Venema, nominated by acclamation for another 2-year term 
 Atlantic Director: no nominations, remains vacant 
 Quebec Director: Solange Cyr, in 2nd year of 2-year term 
 Ontario Director: Patti Earle, nominated by acclamation for a 2-year term
 Prairies & North Director: Marie Wood, in 2nd year of 2-year term 
 Alberta Director:, Denise Wallbank, in 2nd year of 2-year term  
 British Columbia Director: Christine Desjardins in 2nd year of 2-year term 

10.VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION AWARDS – Karen Venema 

Karen Venema, Vice President, read the Volunteer Award Recipients for 2025. (See 
attached.) Volunteers for 2024 and 2025 who are present at the banquet in Yellowknife 
will be called to the stage to accept their awards.

11. NEXT AGM:  TBD by the Board later in the year.

12.ADJOURNMENT:  It was moved by André Tardif of the Gateway Walkers, and seconded 
by David Cope of the Surrey Trekkers, that the meeting be adjourned at 2:32 PDT. Carried 
unanimously. 

EXTRA ATTENDEES: 
Patti Earle (incoming Ontario Director) 
Lynn Low (incoming Secretary) 
Lori Kerr 
Nancy Jackson 
Nancy Dowdell 
Manfred Koestlmaier 
Susanne Forbrich 

Verni Brown 
Bryan Younie 
Sheree Abrams 
Daniel Byrne 
Laura Matheson 
Dennis Hutton 

********************************************************************************************************* 

OPEN FORUM – FOLLOWING AGM

TOPIC: Ride with GPS – App to digitize all of Canada's Walking Club routes. 



LIST OF DECEASED VOLKSMARCHERS FOR 2026 AGM

LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS DÉCÉDÉS À LA VOLKSMARCH POUR 
L'ASSEMBLÉE GÉNÉRALE ANNUELLE DE 2026 

Carol Bindon  

Iris Campbell  

Laurie Ross  

Dan Weatherbee  

Joe Hollman  

Steven McPhee  

Evelyn Rogers  

Barry Clattenburg  

Richard Desjardins  

Irene Conroy  

Joanne Pearce  

Brenda Dudfield  

Eric Burke  

Bob Hubbard  

Reg Ahern  

Roy Anderson  

Craig Robinson  

Ralph Potter  

Florence Miller  
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2026 VOLUNTEER AWARD RECIPIENTS 
LAURÉATS DU PRIX DU BÉNÉVOLAT 2026 

Five Year Cinq ans
Name Nom Club
Jackie Burtnick Vancouver ’Venturers
Philippa Bianco St. Albert Trekkers
Sandra Carruthers St. Albert Trekkers
Bonita Gillespie St. Albert Trekkers
Mary Anne Lennon St. Albert Trekkers
Connie Luty St. Albert Trekkers
Ian Luty St. Albert Trekkers
John Van Egdom St. Albert Trekkers
Doug Woods King’s Town Trekkers
Jacqueline Laliberté Club Volkssport Nord-Sud

Ten Year Dix ans
Name Nom Club
Jill Powers Surrey Trekkers 
Rob Dalrymple Victoria Pathfinders 
Sandy Malcolm Victoria Pathfinders 
Carol Vanzetta Victoria Pathfinders 
Anne-Hélène Dussault Club Volkssport Nord-Sud

Fifteen Year Quinze ans 
Name Nom Club 
Dale Challice Surrey Trekkers 
Patricia Poitras Surrey Trekkers 
Sherrie Procopio Surrey Trekkers 
Sharon Tchir St. Albert Trekkers
Denise Wallbank Volkssport Club of Medicine Hat 
John Osborn King’s Town Trekkers
Lucie Lambert Club Volkssport Nord-Sud
Clem Fairclough Valley Trekkers
Karen Illsley Valley Trekkers

Twenty Year Vingt ans 
Name Nom Club 
Betty Agren Surrey Trekkers 
Sandi Walton Surrey Trekkers 
Frances Aknai Victoria Pathfinders 
Beverley Cattrall Victoria Pathfinders 
David Cattrall Victoria Pathfinders 
Susan Osborn King’s Town Trekkers

Twenty-Five Year Vingt-cinq ans
Name Nom Club 
Leonard Colebert Surrey Trekkers 
Yvonne Colebert Surrey Trekkers 



2026 VOLUNTEER AWARD RECIPIENTS 
LAURÉATS DU PRIX DU BÉNÉVOLAT 2026 

Thirty Year Trente ans
Name Nom Club
Joan Sanderson Victoria Pathfinders
Dave Rupar Ottawa Voyageurs
Julie Benson Valley Trekkers
Lynda Kanne Valley Trekkers
Rick Kanne Valley Trekkers
Philip Longmire Valley Trekkers

Thirty-Five Year Trente-cin ans 
Name Nom Club 
Rick Bortolussi Surrey Trekkers 
Richard Parr St. Albert Trekkers

Forty Year Quarante ans
Name Nom Club
Lily Conrod Dartmouth Volksmarch Club 
Lionel Conrod Dartmouth Volksmarch Club 


