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PRESIDENTôS CORNER 

 What a year itôs been - one of the driest summers on record ï 
hardly a decent rainfall since the end of May. The result is that water lev-
els are extremely low. For the first time in my memory the municipality 
set up distribution centres to distribute potable water to residents whose 
wells have run dry. 

  Understandably the provincial and local governments put a ban on 
entering woodlands and Nature areas from August 5th to October 15th. Un-
fortunately, our anniversary event ï our traditional BBQ Oktoberfest sau-
sage with sauerkraut on a bun was cancelled.  However, we were lucky 
enough to get an outing to McNabôs Island before the ban, which was a 
great success.  The walk was enjoyed by 25 Walkers. Three Guides were 
provided by Friends of McNabs Island Society which added safety and a 
load of historical knowledge.  In preparing for the trip, I had another 
chance to read so many of the amazing historical events connected to 
McNabôs island. 

 On August 29, 2025, the ban was partially lifted, for counties in Northern Nova Scotia and the Eastern 
shore, with restrictions remaining in place for some counties.  By the end of September, the ban was lifted in all 
counties except Annapolis County where a very large forest fire continues to burn. This means that our away-
weekend of walks and hikes in Kejimkujik National Park on the Thanksgiving weekend will still go ahead. 
Hurray!  Hip, hip, Hooray!  The ban did not close us down completely as we improvised by substituting some 
interesting urban walks.  The restrictions were necessary - they made sense. We all remember the devastating 
fires in 2023 in Tantallon and Shelbourne and this year in Annapolis County.  

 Three of our members have signed up for the Canada Walk Fest in Yellowknife in 2026. Our long-term 
member and Treasurer Wanda Bonk participated in the IVV Olympiad in Tempere Finland We hope to hear 
more about it  from Wanda in a future newsletter. 
 Now that the fall season is upon us and many of us will be traveling throughout the region, I would like 
to highlight the CVF Permanent Trails in the Atlantic provinces. Some of the walks in New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island are beautiful. Here is a link to the list of trails in the region and the criteria for booking a 
hike or walk and getting Distance and Event credits for those who are part of challenges and rewards system. 

 Those who do not collect stamps do not need to book in advance. However, if you would like a map that 
can be followed to walk the trail, you can still contact the CVF office in Ottawa and they will email the map 
and walk instructions etc.   We will be holding our AGM on November 20th at 7.00 pm.  Notices will follow 
in due course. We will be electing a new board of directors.  This will be an opportunity for members who have 
not held board or committee positions in the past, to join our friendly team of ñVolksportersò that keep the boots 
on the ground.  

 Enjoy the lovely fall season in the Maritimes and the beautiful changing colours. It is guaranteed to be a 
gift to us every year. 

Mel Earley President 

 

https://www.dartmouthvolksmarchclub.com/uploads/1/4/7/0/147027196/keji_weekend_oct_%6011-13_ii__1_.pdf
https://www.dartmouthvolksmarchclub.com/uploads/1/4/7/0/147027196/keji_weekend_oct_%6011-13_ii__1_.pdf
https://walks.ca/cvf-fcv-2026-festival/
https://www.ivv-web.org/the-ivv/ewExternalFiles/IVV_esite_PAINO%25
https://walks.ca/permanent-trails-sentiers-permanents/
https://walks.ca/permanent-trails-sentiers-permanents/


 2 

Treasurer Report and Travelling 
- by Wanda Bonk 

 The Dartmouth Walking Club is in a good financial situation. Even though no fees were 
charged for each walk this year, the Bank Balance is about the same time as at the 2024 Annu-
al Meeting. Part of that is due to changes with CVF Sanctions for our walks. Also, we were not 
allowed to have the Anniversary Picnic, due to trails closing, saving us some money. We have 
to continue to be cautious with our spending.  The Halifax Permanent Walk has had several 
out-of-town walkers visit. That is exciting!  Guests from different provinces as well as states 
within the USA arriving via plane or cruise ship.   

 I, privately, was fortunate to be able to attend the 2025 Olympiad In Tampere, Finland.  
It was an exciting 27 day experience with Walking Adventures International. I was on a bus 
with two wonderful tour company leaders, marvelous international guide and a fantastic, com-
petent bus driver.  At the Olympiad, I walked 20km 3 days then 10km on the Sunday because I 
was afraid that I may not com-
plete in time to meet the bus go-
ing forward.  Prior to the 4 days 
in Tampere our bus travelled 
from Copenhagen, Denmark 
along the west coast of Sweden 
as far as Stockholm before tak-
ing the overnight ferry to Helsin-
ki, Finland. Then, we drove 
north to Tampere.  Following the 
Olympiad, we travelled back 
south to Helsinki before taking a 
3hr evening ferry to Tallinn, Es-
tonia. We continued travelling 
south through Estonia, Latvia,  
Lithuania and into Poland as far 
as Warsaw.  We had fun and felt 
safe during the adventure.  But, 
now realize how fortunate we 
were with things recently chang-
ing in Europe. 

Happy Hiking, Wanda Bonk (Treasurer) 

 
Annual General Meeting -  Advance Notice  

 `Please mark your calendars and plan to attend our AGM on Thursday November the 
20th  at 7:00 p.m. at the Finlay Center in Dartmouth 26 Elliott Street Dartmouth B2Y 1S5  We 
will receive directors reports and deal with any new business arising. Our chief task will be to 
elect/re-elect our board of directors. At the present time there are 3 key positions open and it is 
most important that we fill these positions in order to ensure the continuity of our club. Please 
consider serving on our board or refer friends who might be interested. Email 
Mel Earley, Club President with any questions you may have. melearley550@gmail.com   

mailto:melearley550@gmail.com
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Keji Thanksgiving Weekend 
By Barb Henderson 

On Friday of the Thanksgiving weekend 12 Dartmouth Walking Club members motored to Kejimkujik Na-
tional Park.  Friday evening we met at the Admin Centre for the park and walked the Beech Grove Trail.  This 
trail is a beautiful trail especially with the fall foliage.  The ever-adventurous Mel walked across the river on 
the rocks which we were standing by with a life preserver.  Saturday am we walked Hemlocks and Hardwoods 
and on this walk we had Rick Kanne as our leader.  Rick is associated with the Valley club.  The 300 year old 
trees on this trail are among the oldest in Nova Scotia.  Saturday afternoon we did the beautiful Mersey River 
trail.  Saturday evening Lionel and Lily prepared a delicious meal of chili, fresh 
veggies and desserts along with tea and coffee.  Sharon brought a delicious lem-
on cake.   Thank you Lionel, Lily and Sharon.  Sunday morning was a walk 
along the Ukmeôk Trail, the newest trail in the park.  Beautiful trail that twists 
and turns along the Mersey river. 

Photos by Elaine Dawson  
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Beautiful sunset picture of  Lily and Lionel preparing to take photo of hikers crossing the 
bridge over the dry Mersey River bedðPhoto by Elaine Dawson 

Adorable cat and Kittens at Kempt Country Inn  

Photos by Elaine Dawson  

Thanksgiving Weekend in Keji National Park  
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 Mahone Bay (1754) has been celebrating its annual scarecrow festival since ~1996, this 
year September 2 ïOctober 15, which is an incentive to visit this historic & scenic town on the 
bay.  We parked in the three churches parking lot on Edgewater Street & from there started our 
ñtown & countryò walk along Edgewater, minding the street construction/repairs, up to the 
rails-to-trailsô section called the  Dynamite Trail (an apt name as it was used to transport dyna-
mite from a CIL plant in Montreal to offload it to Dynamite Wharf in the Bay), left onto the 
Bay-to-Bay trail leading to Lunenburg with our route turning right into Park Cemetery con-
taining a small area of unmarked graves, returned to town area passing some houses with 
Lunenburg bumps (an overhang or 'bump' above the main entrance) stopping for photos at Ju-
bilee Park then into the woods walking through a cathedral of majestic hemlocks & red spruce 
(the official tree of Nova Scotia) reaching to the sky with more photos, along sidewalks of up-
per Mahone Bay to view the inner-town houses some with charming scarecrows, to downtown 
viewing the inventive scarecrows along Main Street with many other visitors, with some walk-
ers lunching at The Naked Oyster then browsing through the shops. 

MAHONE BAY SCARCROW WALK  
- Margaret Odele  

Photos by Elaine Dawson  


