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-Lionel Conrod ir“ "”
Wel | , surprise, surprise. Her - N dnev
Dart mout h Vol ksmarch CIl ub. Seem a me

position back in 1989 -90!

As you probably know, no club member offered to fill the posi-
tion of President at the AGM last November 2019. The club started
off the year without a President and was floundering around without
leader. Nobody on the Board was taking the responsibility to lead
while the position of President was vacant. | called for a Board
meeting on March 1st and offered to fill the vacant position. Elaine
Dawson nominated me as President | JC
here | am. This is not something that | ever wanted to happen, |
know there are younger and more capable individuals to fill the posi-
tion; however, the nominating committee, as hard as they tried, could not get someone to take the

position. So here | am, a forgetful old fart,6 &
need some one to take overas Vice-Pr esi dent this year and be read
next yeards 2021 AGM. Ot herwise, the future of

Here is a bit of history of the club for new -comers. Lily and | were transferred back to No-
va Scotia in January of 0683. We were introducec
love with the idea of walking with friends and visiting some interesting/attractive locations regu-
larly. In June 1983 we saw a small add in the newspaper about starting a walking club in Dart-
mouth We attended the meeting, chaired by Ron Colpitts, in the Findlay Community Centre and,
in September 1983, became founding members of the club. The Dartmouth club started off slow-
ly with a few guided walks in 1983, then every Sunday during spring, summer, and fall. And fi-
nally, every Sunday year -round. What a wonderful history we have as a club. We had festival
events all over the four Atlantic Provinces, bus tours to the United States and Europe. We also
got to know fellow Volkssporters across Canada, United States and Europe. We also hosted many
visiting clubs from Europe, the USA and Canada. | know that many of you reading this did not
have the privilege of belonging to the club since 1983, but | think you know you missed out on
some wonderful years of walking/hiking.

So here we are, 3 months into the Covid19 Pandemic. Who knew? We were warned it

woul d happen sometime, the question was, oOwheno-
No one seems to be fighting in the Middle East, people are social distancing and staying the blaz-

es home. Wel | I am fed up of staying home! 0 T
cut it and, dondt | augh, Il need a haircut. I we

Sunday mornings as soon as possible!

DVC Website: www.dartmouthvolksmarchclub.com 1

CVF/FCV Website address: www.walks.ca AVA Website address: www.ava.org
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Picture from the past, January 1st, 2012 walk
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Duplicate Bridge Cruise Feb 13 th § Feb 24 th, 2020

-Lily Conrod

We departed Halifax and arrived in Fort Lauderdale, Florida on Feb 11 th; we stayed two nights
at the Hampton Inn Plantation. Then, we were transferred to the docking depot where we boarded the
gorgeous Silver Wind...

There were 259 passengers, plus crew. We had a very spacious veranda suite, with a walk in clos-
et and our very own butler. It was perfect. The ship had all the amenities, too numerous to mention
here.

There was a change in the itinerary; the first scheduled port was Clarence Town, Long Island,
Bahamas... It was replaced by a call to Key West, Florida, which
was fine with us. We decided to take the Key West Tropical Botani-
cal Gardens tour. There were very few of us on the tour, which made
it all the more enjoyable. The gardens are mostly native plants and
/, %] species, 15 acres with wide trials to view the surroundings. Itis
“/also home to many endangered and threatened flora and fauna and
,< _ unlike traditional botanical gardens; this garden advocates the edu-

'/ cation and protection of native plants and species in a natural con-

our questions. The tour bus driver
¥ the way to the gardens and returning we did one side of the city and

% mous writers, Ernest Hemingway, Tennessee Williams and Robert
Frost. He also said it continues to attract artists today and its Bohe-
_ mian and tolerant atmosphere. It is also known for its coral reefs,
~ which is great for diving and snorkelling. He showed us its pastel -
: hued,conch-st yl e houses. We went to Fl ori
and many other places of interest.

In our bridge group there were 17 of us, 16 bridge players, and two American ladies from the ship
also joined our bridge group. There was another bridge group of 49 onboard, but we did not join them.
Bridge was usual held in the afternoon and evening, sometimes we had lessons. | did not play as much
as | had planned as | had a health problem, my allergies were bothering me
from the high humidity and of course all that heat and hot sun. They had a
doctor on board, he could not have been nicer to me, and gave me medica-
tion for it. Our butler gave us the best of service, bought me my breakfast/
lunch and dinner when | was too ill to leave my cabin. And | got caught up
on all the movies | wanted to see, so all was not lost. This was our third
bridge cruise with the Halifax Bridge Club, and the both of us find them so
enjoyable, lovely people to travel with, lots of fun..

Our next port of call was San Juan, Puerto Rico, United States His-
toric Wonderland. And it is the capitol of Puerto Rico. We decided to take
the City Tour of Old & New San Juan. The tour driver took us first to Old
San Juan, the walled city where boldly colored houses and shops line its
narrow streets, and all the beautiful grille  -work on the balconies. Then we
crossed over a bridge to New San Juan; with high -rise hotels and apart-
ments, also modern business buildings.




-continued from previ ol

There are beautiful sandy beaches, with the azure waters at ‘{‘
you finger tips. The driver then took us to two major fortifica-
tions, Fort San Cristobal; he said it is the biggest European
fortification in the Americas. It lost some outworks when part
of the city wall was torn down in 1897 to expand the city of
San Juan. It was built to protect the city from land attacks.
We then proceeded to Fort San Felipe Del Morro which was to
protect San Juan Bayds deep h
was the first good harbour for sailing ships on route to the
New World after a one - or two month Atlantic voyage from
Europe. He also said it evolved from a promontory with can-
non, to the massive six -level fortress that we see today. It was
well worth Spainds investment ;
New World wealth over most of 300 years. And added El Mor-
ro has endured as a masterpiece of military engineering from
2 Wt the 1500s to the pre-

1 sent. We had another

¥ very enjoyable tour.

Our next port
8 of call was
Charlestown, Nevis. This is a beautiful island with its
cloud capped mountain in the back ground. Some of the
j' passengers were booked to do some hiking, but it had
rain previously, and the conditions were not favourable,
so needless to say there were some disappointed people.
We took an Island and Botanical Garden tour. And we
| had a beautiful afternoon, so enjoyable. The driver in-
formed us this is where Alexander Hamilton was born
and spent his early childhood. Also Horatio Nelson was
stationed here as a young sea captain and showed us the
house where he got married. The private gardens are a
beautiful and tranquil oasis, full of tropical flowers and
shrubs, orchid terraces, dolphin fountains, and water lily
~ ponds. The gardens are situated on a private estate. So
. this Botanical Garden was very different from the one in
- Key West.

Our next port of call was St. Johnds, Antigua
difficult to describe how rough and choppy the seas were that day. Once ashore, we decided to
tour this island on our own. The island is one of most developed and cosmopolitan municipalities
in the Lesser Antilles. The city is famous for its shopping malls as well as boutiques. The city was
first colonised in 1632. Somet hing of interest
Harbour, it served as the headquarters of Admiral Horatio Lord Nelson from 1784 -1787.

Our next two ports of call were Gustavia, St Barthelemy and Jost Van Dyke. We decided to
stay on board after that harrowing experience on the tender. This cruise, with so few people, was
definitely a new experience for us, and thoroughly enjoyed.
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New Years Walk and Levee

While Ken and Ron were leading the walks; Lily and
Winnie were making sandwiches, etc. for 55 people.

Thanks to the many that brought sweets.



